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Storytelling

Matthew Miller (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)

Storytelling in the foreign language classroom is not a new
idea. In fact, it is one of the activities | remember best from
when | was learning French as an elementary school student.
That being said, it is always good to remind ourselves of the
power stories have to reinforce our students’ education. |
probably do not need to mention that stories attract
students’ attention through imagination and narrative and, in
this way, make learning fun and seemingly effortless. Here are
a few other benefits:

1) Contextual, emotional, and deep learning

When students discover language in context like a story, it
helps them learn by linking vocabulary and grammar to
memories of emotions, characters, setting, and plot. The
language thus becomes personal and meaningful. All this
naturally leads to better understanding and retention for
longer periods of time.

2) Cultural appreciation

Students come to know a language’s culture through its
stories. Becoming acquainted with the culture’s traditions,
values, and even humor leads to important insights that bring

the culture and language closer to the students so they can
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develop a more profound understanding, appreciation, and
curiosity. This, in turn, leads to an increase in motivation to
know more.

3) Natural language acquisition

Storytelling is similar to the way that children learn their
native language. A substantial amount of input is one of the
key steps to begin language learning. It allows the students to
internalize language patterns as well as make their pronunciation
closer to that of native speakers.

4) Stories enhance other skills

Storytelling is never a passive activity. Students ought to be
given the opportunity to react to the readings and express
themselves through speaking and writing exercises. In
addition, relating to characters in stories helps our students
build strong empathy skills.

Teachers can find many free resources for storytelling on
the National Education Association’s “Read Across America”
website. For high-quality children’s books, search for ones
that have won the John Newbery Medal, the Jane Addams
Children’s Book Award, the Caldecott Medal, or the Guardian
Children’s Fiction Prize.
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