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Friends with Words

Mark Schwarz (Fuchu Higashi High School / Lingua Language Studio)

How do people learn the vocabulary of their first
language? They acquire a lot of words before they learn to
read, so it can’t be from dictionaries. Maybe some is learned
from hearing more advanced speakers saying things like,
“Oh, look at that dog!” then observing the object at being
talked about and adding that word to their memory banks.

But | don’t think it works that way in most cases. We grow
up surrounded by words, and most words have a range of
meanings and nuances which we could not learn from a single
exposure. Instead, each time we hear a word, it adds to our
in-depth understanding. Take a look in a good dictionary for
the meaning of that simple noun | used as an example in the
first paragraph,“dog”. It has many definitions and idiomatic
usages.

However, when we come to study a second language, we
want to understand as much as possible, as quickly as possible.
Our first instinct is to look up new words in a bilingual
dictionary. This is a useful starting point, but “dog=X" is
certainly not a complete definition.

In addition, many students believe that only young

children learn language by absorption. That’'s just not true.
We continue to build up our native vocabulary throughout our
lives, although it is at a slower rate than in our youth, and only
rarely need to look up new words and phrases.

We are not exposed nearly as much to a second language
as to our first, however. Because of this, students need to
take a more active approach to gain deeper familiarity. | have
found that extensive reading and watching videos are very
useful. Don’t think of such activities as studying; do them for
entertainment or out of interest, as you would if doing the
same thing in your first language. Don’t look up unknown
words unless you really have to, but make a note of ones you
think are particularly interesting or useful, and especially
think about words that you've seen before that are being
used in unfamiliar ways.

Words are a bit like friends. You may feel uncomfortable
interacting with them at first, but you gradually get to know
them after many encounters. With a little dogged effort you'll
find you CAN teach an old dog new tricks.

EE B— (hFRX#¥)

q In what sense can you count on it? (

Ed Sheeran®*“First Times”& WS #ih' %
%, BEDINFETOHHZIRDIBDIBNS, 4]
HTDFR) ¥ HHTULIT>Hhi. THHTE
ML WEH FA, I—hF—HBLE T4
HT1 DVKDBIEARENTN, EH5, EH
FeRWEHBILBE>TWSbIFR, —7A.
“Time will tell.” (BB TIEbMND) BELE
SEEDtimeld. FEDEFRNBHREZELT
WB DT TR HASN2HDERFIIEZISN
TWELY,

PNONIEFLLKTERR - RAELFAEWNS
EVWAZL. HETHREC(countable)&U
(uncountable) EWSEKRENBLSNTWSH,
a5 /2o SlE—EKES WS
BRICEBWTRDREZ 5D, ZLT, timeD&>
2. B2EANAREELTCHVWSNIEDARAEE
UTRWSNED T2 ZEZESEZS5VWND
Z35h%

ZEIEASND /K. Thix TO0eEhfeED
DL2FEELT. FRUEDEITELRVWED; &L
T2 T TWw3(Huddleston & Pullum
(Eds.), 2002, pp. 335-337), A EITERW
EE-TH. FlZiEan apple FHEMICHI>T
DFENZDREH. ENHEKT 2DIEHET
TERSEDYYTTH T REHNWTEAP

FLAY RSNICREBETOFE TIEHRL, sliced
apple & h'some pieces of appleE R ET
REINBIEWLBD, —H. ZADEZISN
BWDIE, ZhBERICZES UickeFzhelLTon
XD PEADBNIBETH D, Bl Z(Ewater
(FT 2= TH—HTHRUKZDT, 5L
S 88 TIRATWSDh % a glass of watert®
a drop of waterRE LRI 2HENH 2,
waterPmilk D& S ICHERMETER TN
2EFFEBNONDPTND, FBHEDLRFIC
SRELT 2D & furnitureequipmentD &S
RRBBZHDTHEREINDGEZFALSES5, LhrLin
b, ARBICEDRRKEDHDTHN. —AE
UVDIZXRUANDBERERDHDTH,
E—RKBFRE—RKEWVWSEKT KERAUL
ICEZBIENTED, 1RAPT—TILDO—D
VEDIFBZIENTH, ES5VWSHDEENET
HATVWBOHREPEFED TOEhcED) &
EAZMNE TRE) EWSEEZFNBERTIER
ES5BLDS TR SNERLN D,
ZF3E2TCVWBRZFEN S, KIET “Two
waters, please.” WS RBICHE 572D T 3,
PNONEBEFAZTEERTEDEESNCH
BUIHZH, EBRDECE, ZLOEFANESL
SORETHRAVWSNENSENTE, L. %

& o

J!

NZNOREZREZABRINIERSBVNES W
WOTIEEW, BUBZDEKIF. EROBER
IEDBEICEBSUTELBRENSHEDDIE
E. FATHETHD, 2FH. FAEREZE
REFBwater NAETHWSNTLSENWST
ElF. —ADD ToehlcEboell; LT
ZFORIEDTZAP, Ry MRIVICAS TR
T EDMN DB, HC. BASNDEBYDOETF
PRIAETAHAVWShAE, YyTdo—fhok
Sic. BRBR—Y 3V TERENDZORER
JDREEDNB,

ZhicmBTEnE. FAERAEELTOH
KRN, JERET—DVOEDDHREDHRE
RERTIEDBAMA—IULPIHD, KA
BT 2 FIT0ZD THRE, ORINE
DLEVWDDHINIFEFFLAEVNDT, “Times
will tell.”&EE5&. ESVWSIHEPREIOFEF
DBONERFE->TLES, UL THIHTTS
Z &y & EH(reasons)¥ 0 Bit & (worries)
ZHZ EFRESIC. ZOFEICISTRY>T
BZoNB . MFEHBITHHREEZZSRAT,
‘I can’t wait to make a million more first
times.” (Z5(C100AED "HT) HMEFES
niEW) ERXZONEADHYIRVNET BT,
AREREICOYYFVIDRESRBDIE,
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USEICAD > tBELDOEBEZITS LW
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BELOBEELT Elic. BBOX
EREOEBY. MEHOXEEEERED
XEBEOFEWY T ERBR LB ELT
SELNTL&S, HIZIE. GETOERIP
ListenTld. ARERZzHSEMEREZE
BULT BIBEXEZERUERATEZNZ
ERL. BREICIGUTEELET, F
GETDTalkTld. FEDEEELITT
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Q&A

NEW CROWN#ZAMSTWET A, 2% »GETEUSE%R
AL = RO IEPTEIRALALRTRZ T HEIV

Question

Answer

GETOARZRIHEE L, KA XML OBFAR L OME MEELTHE
VT TRVEHR B EZ R R 720, R 2k fi 3 5720 DRA
YPeRLZOU T R A, L OB E L TIEHLEL 890

ZIRZDTBIETT, Fic. ERVHE
ZOIBEDHICFE. BENIIBREER
DEREZIRADVBENHDET, USE
Read @XM R, BREBHROBHEN
BHTH DD, ERPHEDIEEIEL
<BDEY, 22T GETOAIPListen
ZERALT BREFROBEFRZLEET S
WBZIBEEINWTLED, ERZzSNRDE
B (What does he/she want to say
the most?#x&) =UL7ch, BEZRZS
EHICBREBHBROBEREZEELEZDL
ESCIS

2FEDLesson 2ZHIICLTERAL X
9, Part 1 Tld. Hanah'l want to work
at a farm.& § > 2 IC. MarkHh'Why?
EFRTVZDT. ZO%THanald B
TEECWEBHZRN TSI A D
9, #Z7T DMy grandparents have
a restaurant. @They use organic
fruits and vegetables. @My plan is
to learn about farming. ® WM ZD
BRABONzEREICERETT, TR |
want to work at a farm because ( ).
DOEHICD. Q. QD ENMAZNRET B
ZET OEQTIREEIBEUZR >LBER
N OTRESE TESLVWEENZER
EONTWRIENEBRTEETLLD,

USE Speak#Z &, 59 TE [©OED]
ICH1F2 TRE, Hl. R\, O—pFlELT,
BiY - 5B - WRFICIGU T, BFOHE
OARICIGUTEYNICEB LD, IEEL
feh, BEREEBNIZDLT, POEDO%E
MimIdcENBFSNET, Thid
GETOAXPEBHZFAL T EMPHE
DftAH. BREDGAABREZZALD, &
BLhddELWTlLES, BIZIE. 2
£ 4 OLesson 2 Part 10D & XX T (&,
Markh'Hana DEIENEN TH DI LT
U7zD (A farm?) EBlRZz =1z (Why?).
FBZERAN7=D (I see. That's a good
plan.) LTW&Y, 22T F£9(a) BF
NENGZEZESBEIF. B THES
Z&zRUEED (A farm? OLSICHEDIR
U7=D. Really? EEWEDT2), BH%Z
SREHUL. (b) BFOEITABNENT
FahofcEalk. BHRERLED
(That’s a good plan. / Interesting.).
IBELRD (Isee) EWScREDOER
=HERLET, ZLT, ListenTHWSN
TWERBEZERLTH S TalkDIEH I
BoTWELWTLES, ZDRE. PHEX
DOMBEHINREEHRDELS, TRFTPHE
DZE20EMWFRELELS) EVWSESBR50N
EHBTZIELARTTT,
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