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Rugby Blossoms in Japan

Cameron Blain (Myojo Gakuen Elementary School)

‘Scrum’? ‘Ruck’? ‘Knock-on'? ‘Maul'? There was a time, not so
long ago, that these words meant absolutely nothing to me.
Growing up in Canada, rugby *wasn’t even a blip on my radar. It
was only a few years ago that a Japanese friend of mine (and
rugby fanatic) introduced me to the sport. New Zealand, Wales,
France and even Canada - there were no limits to where he would
travel to get his next rugby *fix. Sadly, my good friend is no
longer with us, but | know he would have been very proud to see

what the Brave Blossoms achieved at the 2019 Rugby World Cup.

| think Shinzo Abe had it right when he said Japan’s *unprece-
dented run to the quarter finals “was like a dream”. Amazingly,
the Blossoms won all of their pool A games, shocking
higher-ranked opponents like Scotland and Ireland along the way.
If this wasn’t enough, Japan became the first Asian team in rugby
history to reach the final eight of the World Cup!

friend lining up to pray at a shrine dedicated to the sport that he
loved seemed to embody everything the Rugby World Cup meant
to me, both on and off the field.

The pride | felt seeing the Canadian team helping the victims of
Typhoon Hagibis is something | will never forget. Watching this
Japanese team *defy the odds and win against stronger
opponents again and again was truly inspiring. Experiencing the
passion and excitement of everyone cheering on their new found
heroes was nothing short of *infectious.

My rugby friend once said to me that life is like the cherry trees
that blossom every spring - beautiful but tragically short. If he
were here today, | think he’'d say the same of the Brave Blossom’s
World Cup performance - beautiful but tragically short. | bet he
would also say that, like the blossoms every spring, we are sure to
see this Japan team come back better and stronger than ever.

Andy Bull, a writer for The Guardian newspaper wrote an
interesting article back in October. He mentions a shrine he
found in Marunouchi, a shrine dedicated to none other than -
rugby! Custom fit with Astroturf and distinctively red gates

-“wasn’t even a blip on my radar” -Insignificant. Not important.

“fix” — a dose of a drug to which one is addicted (in this case the drug is rugby)

“unprecedented” — never done or known before
“defy the odds” - to accomplish something that most would think impossible

‘infectious” - likely to influence others quickly

shaped like goal posts, the bilingual sign out front reads “Pray for

the happiness of all who love rugby”.

When | read this, | couldn’t help but smile. The image of my

-Article: Andy Bull. (2019, October 22). “Joy and pride stirred by Japan is real
value of this Rugby World Cup” [blog post], The Guardian. Retrieved from

To be not, or not to be.

That is a question ... sometimes. BiEIEXD
L TRBANKRT REOHRBER (I IE
young/oldDEE5THRWER) #BRT 5L,
notZAWCEEEEHICLZTEDERKICDON
TOBBERDDIENTEZEHICLZEEE
1%, impossibletcarelessD & 3ic, TEDELR
ERIEFRICL > TEENER (R NER
1B)ERBT DD THDHIZIE, BASHDRE
[CRBRZFRIAT BFE, I'm not happy with the
decision.&DI'm unhappy with the decision.
DIEFESHNGELEEORRBITOVTHEETS
A BREIC R THZIEERLTWS MXDE
BRDEW, soPdeeply’aE TREAFAIMEME L
2E&DIFE-EDT S (TR,

not so happy —

not happy SO —>
I | happy |
B} +«— S0 T
[ unhappy | |

BETHENHESAREINZEVWS LR, 7
NNBELTEIULEZ IFEHBREREZR>T
WBEWSZ e Z NI, unhappyD &SI RE
NEEKRZzR<KRITHEEHHSL, undo’
(do/not doDEERTH TEE L TITOARW &>
FERETE>AE) FTT), TDETI 2RI LS
I, TORBEREIGERZIEKRZERSIZEE
H5H2. 1L, RENICIEEFEZAVWTEEN
BEEZERICEAHITIENTEDHDOD, Zh
MNEDLSWE>ED U R BOMNEEEICK ST

212D, notZAWEELRUBHE TEZZD
TRV B ZIEI'm not sad.lcxt L Cunsad
EWSEZIUL5XT, I'm not happy.lcxdd3
unhappy. D& SICFES T EIFE# UL, XAREEE
FOERARICKRELGRRBERZERIT ST
EILRBE25,
BELNLOEERBENCOLSBRHERD
DI, "EE 1 (Neg) DEENFEDHICHLTWT,
BEDHENRIFENTH DI EICLB 581
DFRAD N (ZETEERE) ICHYTIEES.No
(&not ... anyERAUEBKR TESRZ AIREE A
h2ZenBHah, EREIE, | will sit down and
not say anything.&l will sit down and say
nothing.®&3Ic, MANZE S EVWS1TTAE%E
BEULTCWSHEIELD, "T€O%ZE 5., b5
2IHEDLRVNEVNSIEEEIZBEDIEFS
MNHEEULRWERIZEL (Bolinger, D. (1977).
Meaning and form. Longman. p. 57) . L3®D
so unhappyDEKNEEZSO[Neg(HAPPY)]
EEEIE, not so happyldNeg[SO(HAPPY)]
ERFSIND. KBTI}, BEEZRIBAOESE L
TTICRZEDNZDOHEEZZTZDHE LR D,
NEFILHBDAHD, He is not always happy.
(Neg[ALWAYS(HAPPY))IZEED Z &2,
He is always not happy.(ALWAYS[Neg
(HAPPY)]) IZBER FWAYR LY
BEDHEZERT DEMSTREHSNDIRR
MW DOMBH DB ZIEmust not&don’t have

https://www.theguardian.com/sport/blog/2019/0oct/22/japan-rugby-world-cup

OICDWTENZTNEKRZR AR TH, FIEIZ
MUST[Neg(DO)], 2Fbh LW Z &I T dE
BNEREZRBLTHED, %&IENeg[HAVE TO
(DO)], LIRIFNIFIREBRNEVNSHRBETELT
WEZENBEDHEMNSHATE D MICHRE
BT, thinkPbelieve, expectd& SR
KIEBFDIFE, (a)l think it won’t rain.d&>
ICREBEIZTETDHNATSH, (b)l don’t think
it will rain.cEEBZRIICHET LN TFENDE
EhNd.INICHT B HETIFEEEZEIC
BUBEALH DN S EVWSHBIEERIGTIERET,
Znid, @)D TRA KBS EWSEIREEENICE
EUREWSHIR - EEZHEFICEAS IR
ZDIEXL, (b)IFERMSIERWVIBICBLZE
ICL> TR ERRICE DS, HRNWIBLLEE
ERBIEICELD. KRR, HEAZRIBNFFLN, HIZ
[£1 promise not to be late.&| don’t promise
to be late.&E TIREHMIECELR>TLES DR
"o, MEEFEXHEICEEREWSHBIRAE
DIV BEDEHEICEDUISINEDHE—
KRS SNDDR,
BERIICLDREDIRIE, WD ZETEIC
HR5N %, AFKpossible/impossiblelc FREFE
37 <, It is not impossible.l&lt is possible.
EREBMNICIERED TN, b2 RKIERU
TEHBW EENBREVWAZET, bSHbIHoT
BlofcEVWAZRBIRLTVWSEVWSEERENZDR)
REETEVWSDITTH D,
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