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When is your birthday?

T: My birthday is September 8th.
OOsensei(AET)’s birthday is July
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What would you like?

T: What would you like for
your main dish?
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‘ What do you want to watch?

T: 1 want to watch a swimming race.

| like swimming. It's exciting!
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Good News About Prepositions

Matthew Miller (Tokyo Woman’s Christian University)

Prepositions are one of the most challenging components
of English. They are small words, but they can be hugely
frustrating.

Intimidatingly, English has about 150 prepositions and it
seems like for every rule, there is an exception. Although only
two letters are different, the sentences He ran in the hall and
He ran into the hall have distinct meanings. What’s more,
native speakers sometimes do not agree on prepositions. For
example, would you say / ate lunch at the park or in the park?
If you enter your park through a gate, you could say in the
park. Someone who imagines a park as a wide-open area might
choose at. There are regional differences as well. In the US,
people usually say different from/than and will cringe when
someone from the UK says different to.

Don’t be discouraged, there is good news. As often as
not, listeners will understand the speaker in spite of an
inappropriate preposition. More importantly, there are effective
ways to teach proper usage through awareness, practice,
and self-correction.

lllustrations and kinesthetic activities are suitable for

teaching prepositions of place (above, below, etc.). Learning
prepositions in groups and patterns improves recollection.
For example, teach in, on, and at together with time and place.
Show that in is used for general ideas (in the 1980’s, in
Korea), on for more specific concepts (on Monday, on the
street), and at for very specific things (at the moment, at
home).

Of course, practicing through writing and speaking is critical,
but remember to also provide students with reading and listening
content so they may learn from context. The more they hear/see
prepositions, the better they will become at knowing what
sounds/looks natural.

Teaching self-correction is key to becoming independent
students and English-speakers. Point out students’ spoken and
written mistakes, but allow them to identify, research, and
correct themselves with partners or groups. This style of active
learning will guarantee autonomy, retention, and accuracy.

Lastly, some grammarians may warn you against ending a
sentence with a preposition. However, many English speakers
will tell you it is OK to.

EE B— BEXY)

KETHFOERZENDIEFEERN
[CRLEEINT, NEW CROWNITIFEIZL
BRWHDD, “How old are you? " W5k
BRICHE TR, EFOLeRBRLDICESLT
old'? EEMERTDEENND, CORE
FEAMTH N FADIBRE VS FEMICH LT,
AZVI—F DEMDEEZLTVNED TR
g, “He is old. " &IEFE A AW, “He is
older than | thought.” &IFE 2%, @I
“He is young.” &E5DHEITIIGEWN
», “He is younger than the chief
editor.” &%, “He is the youngest in his
department.” EHF 2%,
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EBOBFETHEMDIIDEND, “Getting
better, but not well.” ((BI&D)B<%&>T
ETCVWBITE, +AEEL TV EFEZEW)

EWSEWADNATHER DTS, “How old are
you?” @ old ¥, “He was only 18 years
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BEEZSRLOEBRRETHENLDTES
EWSZ e, ZOEFRADEKIC, alive &
dead D&S0NTDREFRTIFRWL, EEWN
DHBENSTE THUIEHFTRATEI T
BILDFEATE I EWSIRRE S M ZSFRIERTE
THRBRWRDHDEBAVA, DRI PRSI
DWTHAUREFRW P ITLETL DRV &0
SREEFABICEBTES.EIL, BENE
KTHEAFZAWVWSES, bhbnidtsmn
EBEPEHENEIBREOBROEEL DL
H#LUTW5.H1Z1E ‘a deep cut” @ deep
&, D EO—RIIKECBSLTEGWD
[FRFTEUW(ERFEFIFRBRLTWS) 1 &EWS
ZETH 2,
EEOEFEORBIFVERSDIF, EiF
COEMNE - BT RROBERN R IC
Lo TEGBHM S (Cruse, D. A. (1986).
Lexical Semantics. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.),W\Wbh2REEAIC

&, HBKRIET(a) EE56ENNRERER
ddeep&shallow? 17, (b) 7 IEAEXE 8
B, 65— AN ERZRY good &
bad #4147, (c)EE56HMENNEKRZRT
hot & cold ¥4 7D32H'%%.2FD hot,
cold i&, BE-BIOEAWHIFRIEFLELVLE
WSHIZE BICRIALTED, EBKRIRTH-
THRBFICAIZIE LAV, Popularid(c)icE
I 5DT, “Soccer is more popular than
basketball.” Z/XZXTy RIR—=JLOEINS
‘Basketball is less popular than
soccer.” EESTLIFTERN, EE5HMAR
R—YDHIEEARTHDIIEERIREL
THED, FAKELTOLEZERT “Basketball
is more unpopular than soccer.” &l&
2 &35, FHkIC, "How bad is it?” &FAF
BZNIRERVWEB>TZOREZFANTVNS
DIE.ZSVTRTHZE, T ULHZDHEH
DN EREZERELAEWL “How good/
deep is it?” DIFSHFHREEZBNIED
%<, “How old are you?” ZMEDLSWE
BFDIRDOH ) ERRIRT B4EHEIF ‘better than
you think (8172 W) 52D TH %,
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