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excitingZa EDEAIFETIE LA 5K
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¥, BEREBERBLTE5254LD, TLEYT—yavaLED, &+
L—>avlfch, MEFEREBLTTHERIRAE—FELED
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> 1-205EH USE Read
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The Importance of Listening

Matthew Miller (Tokyo Woman’s Christian University)

Communication consists of 9% writing, 16% reading, 30%
speaking, and 45% listening (Adler, R. et al. 2001). Despite
listening’s importance, the most common experience for
students of English is to listen once or twice to a short lecture
or conversation, then answer a few questions. Teachers need
to expand and develop instruction of this skill.

First, students should always do pre-listening exercises. Even
simple activities like discussing the topic or predicting what
they will hear by looking at a picture improve performance.
Also, going through the comprehension questions helps with
focus and the instructor should point out any particularly
difficult vocabulary words or cultural references. Pre-listening
activities set the students up to succeed.

Passive listening is discouraged. At the very least, ask the
students to doodle or take notes. It is better, however, to provide
a more involved activity such as putting pictures/phrases in
order or filling in a chart or graph. Performing cloze exercises
or correcting flawed sentences as they listen also keep them
occupied. Engaging students while the recording plays
guarantees active listening.

Listening comprehension questions in many text books focus
on main ideas and details. These are necessary, of course, but
teachers should include inference questions (How do the
speakers feel? What might happen next?) and application
questions (What do you think about this topic? What should
the speakers do? How can this information help you?) as these
are essential for real-life communication. For all types of
questions, have students write their answers, then discuss with
their group/partners.

Finally, after the questions are answered, there is still learning
to be done through post-listening activities. Let the students
read the transcript while listening so they become aware of
individual words and details. Or, listen again and point out
pronunciation, reductions, linking, stress, and rhythm. Have
them write and perform a dialogue based on the topic, phrases,
and vocabulary in the listening. Post-listening activities like
these will reinforce and consolidate what they have learned and
naturally lead into the practice of other skills.

Adler, R. B., Rosenfeld, L. B., & Proctor, R. F. (2001). Interplay: The
Process of Interpersonal Communication (8th ed.). Fort Worth: Harcourt
College Publishers.

KERT TEHNEZEEEEES £V
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REFTEDIHSETAADES VvV ERKH>TE
fAGHEBDTXIRICEEDIR

MzT, RELBROEKZ1—/LTHR -
AT 2DIERTLEELLRVWEWSZEICH
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B> TUESDTIFIRWD, EWSIHER
NHdmhsEBonEd, LHL, TENET
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