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5l Can you play otedama? We play otedama with small soft fabric
balls. Can you play it? Can your grandmother play it? | can play it very
well. (V93723 vUiBn's, FELTHED,)
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Shigematsu Yasushi

(BRFHILE-HER)

BRITISH COUNCILO %= FEEEEH

177 =744 k “TeachingEnglish” T,

TEHEDZEERETHRIHIZRME
BW6DDIE, IZD2WTEMNIHEHER
ROREZFAL. Thd,

1. Teacher enthusiasm

2. Feeling of encouragement
from the teacher

3. Asense that the teacher
really believes in the
student’s progress and
success

4. Genuine involvement of
the teacher, maintaining
good class and group
relationships

5. Supportive, safe and
secure atmosphere

6. Valuing student ideas and
participation, encouraging
autonomy, giving students
the chance to make the
classroom space their own

(https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/sites/
teacheng/files/Seminars_motivating.pdf)
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Confident Speakers and Unique Presentations <

Matthew Miller (Tokyo Woman’s Christian University)

One of the most challenging activities in a foreign
language is giving a speech. To help students improve
public speaking skills, concentrate on building confidence
and creating memorable speeches.

An underconfident student will not enjoy speaking and
their nervousness makes the audience uncomfortable.
Building a student’s confidence is the first step towards
creating a good speaker. Have your students start with
short speeches on easy topics in front of a partner and then
a group of three or four people. Once comfortable, have
them go to another group and talk for a full minute. In every
lesson, give them the opportunity to stand in front of the
class and talk for about twenty seconds gradually increasing
the time. This will steadily make them accustomed to
speaking in front of larger groups.

Another important part of building students’ confidence is
to give sincere and specific praise with critical feedback.
Simply saying “Good job!” is not effective. This is better:
“Your eye-contact was very natural. | liked how you looked
at each member of the audience and made them feel you

AGE —BB (RBRIBFERIAZET 75T

were talking to them personally.” Comments like this will
make the students realize your praise is genuine and it will
make them understand and be proud of their strengths.

As a judge for university speech contests, | learned that
unusual and meaningful speeches, not speeches with
perfect English, are more likely to win. The best speeches
will either be a completely original topic, or the speaker will
have outstanding presentation skills that captivate the
audience. Help your students find something unique about
themselves such as an experience, a talent, their humor, or
their passion. Have that be the focus of their speech. Also,
spend less time constructing a grammatically correct
speech and more time learning how to gesture, to move
around on the stage, to use their voice, and to include
visuals.

In addition, watching videos of others’ presentations (try
Toastmasters or TED Talks) is useful for aspiring
speech-givers. However, the best teacher is experience, so
encourage your students to go participate in or even
organize their own speech contests.
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