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English Over Yonder

Matthew Miller (Tokyo Woman'’s Christian University)

Linguists and language instructors recognize that there is
not one “true” or “pure” English, but an assortment of En-
glishes spoken across the globe. In Oklahoma, my home
state in the US, we speak our own flavor of English. There,
you will hear the West Midland dialect or Inland Southern
American English. | grew up in Oklahoma City which is
where the two dialects mix and exist alongside other lan-
guages such as Spanish, Viethamese, and Cherokee.

The now rarely heard interjection “My lands!” is my favorite
Oklahoma expression. My grandmother often used it
whenever she was surprised or upset. | remember that
once as a child, | thought she had said “My /ambs!” and
| responded, “I didn’t know you had any lambs, Grandma.”
It was several years before | realized why all the adults in
the room were laughing at me that day.

Some other typical Oklahoma sayings include the following:
Howdy = a greeting (a contraction of “how do you do”)
Over yonder = a place further than “there”
For example, “I live here, he lives there, and she lives
over yonder.”

A coke = any sweet carbonated drink (not only Coca-Cola)
Slow-like = slowly

Pronunciation can vary depending on the part of the
state and whether the speaker comes from a rural or urban
area. However, generally, in Oklahoma English, the vowel [€]
is pronounced as [1] thus making words like pen and pin or
hem and him sound the same. Also, the “-to” or “-do” at
the end of a word becomes “da” so tomato sounds more
like ta-me-da and mosquito becomes ma-ski-da. Oklahomans
will often drop the last “r” so mirror becomes mirra, but they
sometimes add an “intrusive r” to words like wash so that it
sounds like worsh.

These deviations from “Standard English” should not
discourage English-language learners. Enjoy these differences
as you would various flavors of ice cream. Oklahoma
English may be inconsistent with what you learned in
school, but Oklahomans are known for their friendliness
and, luckily for you, a tendency to talk real slow-fike.
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