Lesson

An American
in the Heart of Japan

( KFWE-%=2)

FFIVE - F— 192247 AU A GRE = 2 —F =27 THEEN, DT A0 HIMEREICHK
b o TS BRI 72 [TRIKWIEE] A3& > 2 CHARICEBRZ b 5, HAIEDHEICA -7z, I 0¥
E7 KEREA T OWETH HARBEANDOBERZ RO, BMBIIHANAFZDL L TwE, 7TAY I Tldaar
7 RKFTHEEA &), HARLFZHZ LB OMED KH L7,

AN HARAL % 484 Ly & O B 72 574l 2 5 00 72 U 55 < GRAli S T %6 2008 4E 113 S0fLlh
HEZEm LI,

HHAKER B, HRNORMEZ R L, 201241213 HARE % U4 L 720 € OF. A% % Donald
Lawrence Keene 7* 5. 7 # A F KD F—¥ FF I EANELED, @fhe LTHFETREIEM (X —A
Eb &) BMEHL TS,

OFENZ EIE
My home is not a place, it is people.
— Lois McMaster Bujold

[FEDIABIZ BT TldZe vy, AN 472
— AR NIVRI— g

200N E it Z MW FIZa < TORSIETENG &M E > T b itid my home 27 LT
Wb,

AR -IAY— - EV gl F (1949 - ) 137 A HO/NSHK, FIZSEFRT 7 v ¥ — VR, 1£
FEICIE R R T BRI LSFERI YA VA sy ) — AR 77 v ¥ V=D HME] V) — AhdH
Do 77 VEEIZE S THIET AL 2 —T—E524RSELTW5,

@ Vocabulary

Donald Keene ] Columbia

Japanologist memoir

tale chronicle

Pacific

region




fascinated

over and over again

compare

anger

violence @&

hero

unlike

epic

SOITOW

inevitably

militaristic

translate &)

document

extremely

contain

suppose &)

disappointment

by the time

lane

thread

glitter

seem like ~

feminine

magical

nearby

hear of ~

occasionally &

tourist

beauty

silence

exclamation

gaze

beside

look over

priest

put together ~

anthology

development @&

Japanology

retirement

naturalized

if it had not been for ~

obtain

citizenship

settle &)

rebuild

splendid

storehouse

chimney

including

handshake

lifelong

bond




Before You Read

An American
in the Heart of Japan

»p.5

Donald Keene is one of the world’s most famous Japanologists; / 4 he has played an

important role / in introducing Japanese literature to the West. //

@ Keene’s interest in Japan began in 1940, / when he read The Tale of Genji in English /

as a teenager in New York. // He studied Japanese in a U.S. Navy school / and later

@served as an intelligence officer in the Pacific region / during World War II. // After the

war / he studied at Kyoto University. //

For much of his life / Keene was a professor at Columbia University in New York City, /
but he often returned to Japan. // In 2011, / he moved to Japan / and became a Japanese
citizen. //

@ His memoir, / Chronicles of My Life, / published in 2008, / tells about more than

half a century of his adventures in Japan. // (130 words)
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»pp.6~7

When Donald Keene found a copy of The Tale of Genji / in a bookstore in Times

Square / in 1940, / he was immediately fascinated with Japan. //

“I could not stop reading, / sometimes «, going back to the details / over and over again. //

I compared the world of The Tale of Genji / with my own. // In the book, / anger never
turned into violence / and there were no wars. / The hero, Genji, / unlike the heroes of
European epics, / was not described as a physically strong man, / able to lift a rock / that

10 men could not lift. // He knew sorrow, / g not because he had failed to take over the

government, / but because he was a human being / and life in this world is inevitably sad. //

Until this time / I had thought of Japan / mainly as a militaristic country.” //

After studying the Japanese language at a naval language school, / Keene served as
an intelligence officer in the Pacific region / during World War II. // One of his jobs was

translating documents. / 3 Among them were notebooks / written by Japanese soldiers. //

“I was told / that the little notebooks were diaries. // g Unlike the printed documents

I had already translated, / the diaries were at times extremely moving, / recording the

suffering of the soldiers in their last days. //

“@Sometimes / the last page of a Japanese soldier’s diary / contained a message in

English, / asking the American who found the diary / to return it to his family / after the

war. // g1 kept the diaries, / although I was not supposed to, / because I planned to return

them / to the soldiers’ families. / However, / my desk was searched / and the diaries were

taken away. // This was a great disappointment. // 3 The first Japanese I ever really knew,

then, / were the writers of the diaries, / though they all were dead / by the time I met
them.” // (298 words)
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(1) When did Keene become interested in Japan?

(2) What had Keene thought of Japan before reading The Tale of Genji?
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Keene returned to America after the war, / but he remained fascinated with Japan. // In

1953 / he came to Japan again, / this time to study at Kyoto University. //

“One night / I walked along Ponto-cho with a Japanese friend. // 4 It was so beautiful /

I could hardly believe my eyes. // All the buildings on both sides of this narrow lane /

were in Japanese style. // There were lanterns at each door, / and g along the lane walked

young geisha girls / wearing kimonos / whose gold thread glittered in the dark. // Ponto-

cho seemed like the other face of Japanese culture / —the feminine side: / the opposite of

Sekigahara. // That night / it was magical, / and )it is sad to see / how it has changed / in

recent years. //

“Ryoanji Temple was also nearby. // g While at the naval language school, / I had

heard of this temple’s famous sand and stone garden / and wanted to see it. // Occasionally

tourists came, / but somehow / g the beauty of the stones and the sand / silenced the

exclamations one expects from tourists. // I remember best one night / when I went to see

the garden under the moon. // As I gazed at the stones and sand, / g probably not thinking

serious thoughts, / I heard a noise beside me. // I looked over and saw / that the wife of the
priest of the temple / had placed a cup of tea beside me. // We talked for a while. //

“@ The most powerful memories I have of Kyoto / —indeed, all of Japan / —are of the

people I met, / not only those who became friends / but even persons I hardly knew / who

showed me kindness, / like the priest’s wife at Ryoanji Temple.” //

During his stay in Kyoto, / Keene put together his Anthology of Japanese Literature /

—@an important work / that was to have great influence / on the worldwide development

of Japanology. // (295 words)
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(1) What are Keene’s most powerful memories of Japan?

(2) What was influenced by Keene’s work?
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» pp.10 ~ 11

In January 2011, / g after his retirement from Columbia University, / Keene decided to

make Japan his home. // 3 The following year, / at the age of 89, / he became a naturalized

citizen. //

“@If it had not been for the Great East Japan Earthquake, / my obtaining Japanese

citizenship / would only have made a few sentences / in the newspapers. // But the disaster

has given my personal wish / a special meaning. // | have received many letters. // The
writers were encouraged or impressed / by my decision to settle in Japan.” //

@ Keene believes / that Japan will rebuild itself from this disaster / to become an

even more splendid country than before, / just as it did after the war. // He had visited

Tokyo / for about 10 days / in December 1945. // 5 All that remained were storehouses

and chimneys. // People said / that it would take more than 50 years / for Japan to rebuild
itself. //

In 1953, / Keene was back in Japan. // g Recovery had been much more rapid / than

anybody had thought possible; / 7 Japan had become a totally different country. //

In 1955, / Keene made a trip through Tohoku / to follow Basho’s journey. // g He found

that Sendai, / which had been almost completely destroyed in the war, / had been rebuilt. //

He was able to find many of the sites / that Basho had visited, / including Chusonji
Temple. //
In 2011, / Keene visited the temple again / six months after the earthquake / and

@ gave a speech to an audience / that included people / whose homes were damaged in the

disaster. // After the talk, / i an old lady / whom Keene had never seen before / approached
him. //

“She shook hands with me / and I was moved. // I felt our handshake was a symbol
of my lifelong bond with Japan. // I felt deeply grateful to Japan. // I want to live together

with these people / and share death with them, / as I love Japan / and believe in Japan. // 1

want to be with Japan.” // (309 words)
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(1) What country did Keene decide to make his home?

(2) Why does Keene want to live and die with the Japanese people?
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