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Manga Go Over Big in the States

MR IZ1X % manga, anime

STAGE ﬂ Read the Article )
o

When Shonen Jump’s first English language edition was sold in the United States last
month, customers bought all 250,000 copies within a few days. This is a huge number
for a comic book and an equally huge relief for its publishers, Shueisha, who debated for
more than a year whether it was too big a risk. Before Shonen Jump, no one had
thought to export translated versions of Japanese manga to the United States even
though American kids are familiar with manga based TV cartoons like Pokemon and
Dragon Ball. Shueisha decided to enter the U.S. market partly because Weekly Shonen
Jump’s domestic sales have fallen by half to about 3.4 million since the mid 1990's.
Although early sales look good, the United States is a challenging market because
American comics are very different from Japanese manga, with superheroes defeating
evil in 36 pages or less. Compare this with the five series that are in the 300 page first
issue of Jump; Yu-Gi Oh!, Dragon Ball Z, Sand Land, Yu Yu Hakusho and One Piece. All
five have complicated stories that could continue for years. However, Americans say

that they like Japanese comics because they are ‘more sophisticated, better drawn and
have more interesting stories. The American version of the comic reads from right to
left, something which readers love because they think its ‘cool’. Readers are also given
background information about characters, the cartoonists and the quirkier aspects of
Japanese culture. Jump has a sales target of a million copies within three years which
would put it on the same level as well known publications such as Newsweek or *\Vogue.
Perhaps in a few years American businessmen will be reading manga on their way to
work like their Japanese counterparts.
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QStructure & Grammar
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QVocabuIary

O Find the word defined below.
( ) difficult in an interesting or enjoyable way
( ) someone or something that has the same job or purpose as

someone or something else in a different place

O Pay attention to these phrases and look them up in your dictionary if you don’t
know their meaning.
be familiar with O
partly because ...

@ Spot the MISTAKE!

How do you think about this
article?

Answer in English.
a. What are the figures for Shonen Jump’s sales in the U.S.?

b. Why did Shueisha decide to sell the comic in the U.S.? Give 2 reasons.

c. How are American comics different from Japanese manga?

d. What does the American version have in common with its Japanese original?




e. Why is the sales target for Shonen Jump compared with the sales figures of
Newsweek and Vogue?

f.  Where might American businessmen be reading manga?
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ﬁ Useful Expressions [OOOooOOOOOO
| totally disagree ... / | am in total agreement ...
I would go along with that ... / | sort of agree ...0i00
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Do you think the American version of Jump will reach its sales target? Why or why not?

What aspects of Japanese culture do you think an American reader would find hard
to understand? What kind of things would you explain in detail to American reader?

Are you a regular Jump reader? Do you have a favorite manga and a favorite manga
character?

Why are manga so popular even among adults?

What do you like to read? Put the following in order of preference and explain why:
1. newspapers 2. magazines 3. manga 4. novels 5. short stories

How much time do you spend reading for pleasure per day or per week? When do you read?

If you were a professional writer, what would you like to write and why?

Are there any books you have read more than once?

Older people complain that younger Japanese can't speak or write Japanese well because
they read manga instead of books. Do you agree with them or not? Please give reasons.




