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Weak Robots
“We're fascinated with robots

cak Robots

»

[ 1 | Listen up ©)

— Ken Goldb . " -
entoibers Watch the video clip and answer the questions.

1. The speaker sees
a. only a bright future. b. only a frightening future.
c. a future that is both bright and frightening.

AREBOBEMIZDWT, YRSV S TEALEY., BET7 A3 2. Professor Okada is working on robots that
MFEOERETIIEEER HIE®HLET (QRI—K®n5), a. work with people.  b. work in place of people.

c. control people.

Part 1 3 AROBEMICETHEREPT —F %,
Lesson ‘ s ‘ 2 | Check the Facts U4 XX THEALET.
Make a guess and see if you can get the facts right.

1 The word robot comes from a Slavic word meaning “( master /
servant ).”

(2 The number of industrial robots in use worldwide is 2.7 ( million /
billion ).

(8 (China / The US ) is the world’s largest user of industrial robots.

4 About (2/20) percent of the world’s vacuum cleaners are robots.
B Japan will automate ( 7/27 ) % of existing work tasks by 2030.

6 Itisestimated that more than 9 (thousand/million ) communication
robots will be introduced in Japan by 2030.

7 In Japan, finding workers can be a challenge because almost a
(fifth / third ) of the population are aged 65 or above.

| Industrial Robots in Use Worldwide |

(1,000 units)
3,000 —

2,500

2,000
1,500
1,000 —

500

BeEDT—<LELEBEBNTYT, BX 0
D;EENT. COBWNIDNWTEZRET,

Some robots can communicate with humans. What do you
think about this? Do you want one of these robots at home ?

What do you think the relationship between humans and
robots will be in the future?

Issue in Focus

22 23
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e We expect robots to work for us, performing a range of services. They

—_—

HSE- Wﬁ%%@btﬁmmkiL;6$KT
EREEORELODFEETAET,

Weak Robots

Z ! are our servants. After all, the word robot comes from robota, a Siavic
word meaning “slave” or “servant.” But is it possible for us to form a
more cooperative relationship with robots?

hen we think about robot technology, we often think

Space probes which wander

7. independently independently of human beings.
of ~ = without
the help of ~

7. wander across

= move around

across the surface of Mars. Delivery robots that drop packages

right on our doorsteps. Our vision of the future is a vision of

autonomous robots driving our cars, cleaning our houses, cooking 10

-1
11. in the sense our meals. They might be called “strong” robots, in the sense that

that ~ .
2 they can work without human help.

13. make do with ~ While we wait for that future, we make do with “weak” robots
% manage by
using ~

like the little cleaning robot that sweeps our floors. The little guy

15. get tangled up is cute but not very smart. He’s always getting tangled up in 5

in ~ = get caught

bl ] janl Iy T 1 hets ki 1 ] ]

17. get into trouble getting into trouble, you might start by picking up things which

= come across a

problem could be in his way.

18. in one’s way The room gets cleaned up. But when you ask: “Who cleaned
this room ?” you make an interesting discovery. The little robot 20
did not clean the room by itself. You did not clean the room by
The robot cleverly
What S

interesting about the little cleaning robot is that, for all his

yourself. The two of you did it together.
managed to get your cooperation in cleaning the room.
24, for all = despite

weakness, he has become part of your family. 25

V
Many robot engineers find dependence on humans to be a 2

defect. They want to make weak robots stronger, which is to say, 27. which is to say

. = which
more independent of people. WHeh means
However, the little episode above suggests that weak robots
30 might help create a positive relationship between robots and
! In £ Okada Michi ; Toyohashi |
He is

working on robots which are designed not to work without human

University of Technology, sees weakness as a virtue.

interaction.
35 Take a wastebasket called Sociable Trash Box (STB), for
example. Its job is to see that trash gets picked up. This weak

robot approaches the trash and circles around it helplessly,

waiting for someone’s assistance. When people come along and 38. come along
see the robot moving its body as if asking for help, they usually 39, ;Sag;ﬁng

40 pick up the trash and place it in the basket. STB bows, as if to ” = a;fitf it is asking
. as 11 to say

«l ”»
’

Sociable Trash Box

Q-1 In what sense does the author say some robots are “strong” ?
Q-2 How can you help the cleaning robot?

Professor Okada Michio and his weak robots

Q-3 What are “weak” robots?
Q-4 What do people usually do when they see STB circle around the trash helplessly?

AXDABTELURSEZADMH L (Stop &
Think) ZE&., Part 1TIIFEZADE> b+
EHEBHED. ZIRBBEDFIC/HE>TWVET,

Which of the following agrees with the author’s opinion?
a. The cleaning robots frequently need repairing.
b. Robots should be able to work without human help.

c. The weakness of the cleaning robot is not necessarily a bad thing.

B E

‘24

25
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T.csson

P

45. draw out ~

AXFDS<T—2I1F,. BARDSentence
Activators&ESIL TWVET,

1
|

In the conventional way of thinking, a room cleaner that gets

tangled up in a cord, or a machine that cannot pick up the trash
by itself, is weak or maybe defective. But from Okada’s point of

view, this weakness draws out our cooperative spirit. Far from

45

of communication also take
place between humans and
robots? Okada is looking

at how such a coexistence

% give ~ a call

Okada wants us to think of a more intimate human-robot

relationship. Real communication is not a matter of me talking

Weak Robots

66. take place
= occur

i being dehumanizing, working with a robot like STB can make us 70 might occur.
more human. In order to explore this
possibility, Okada and his
colleague made Mako-no-  mako-no-te
“OK,” you may say, “but how about the human-Al interactions te, a small one-armed robot
we already enjoy? I can talk to my smartphone. I ask her a 75 which can walk. When walking hand-in-hand, the robot gives
question. She answers. We communicate.” But is that really 50 you cues, adjusting the direction and speed by pulling your hand
51. call ~ up communication? How often does your smartphone call you up?

with its arm. You infer the robot’s intentions. Apparently, just
walking with the robot helps you build an interpersonal

relationship with it. A kind of natural form of communication

75. give ~ a cue
= give ~ a sign

Al

Talking to a smartphone

to you and you talking to me, but rather a case of us communicating
with one another. Is this sort of communication possible between
humans and robots? Perhaps.

Think of babies.

satisfaction by becoming quiet. Parents learn to listen to the way

Babies cry for milk. They show their

their baby cries and watch their baby’s reactions. Although no
words are exchanged, a real form of communication exists

between them.

55

60

8

S

85

seems to be taking place between the human and the robot.

Okada’s concept of weak robots is not just of theoretical
interest; it may have a practical implication. One of the main
concerns in present-day Japan is the rapid growth of its aging
population, an increase which means more and more care workers

are needed. In reality, however, caregivers are in desperately

85. in reality

draw out the parents’ love and support. Could this natural form

to you” or

Q-5 Which type of communication does “talking to a smartphone” belong to, “me talking
“us communicating with one another” ?
Q-6 What draws out the parents’ love and support?

Okada sees the weakness of some robots as a virtue because
a. it empowers humans.
b. it draws out our cooperative spirit.
c. it makes the robot independent of people.

65

EICLBE

.. . . . . . . = actuall
62. care for ~ Raising an infant involves 1nt%act10n. The baby is cared for short supply. As part of the solution to the problem, the 85 inasch::ft syupply
= look after ~ . . =0 . .. . . . . e - i
ook atter and gets the milk that it wants. The parents experience joy in government and private sectors are introducing care robots in = insufficient
looking after the child. The baby’s helplessness and weakness nursing homes. N

WMVRZ (EE) D

ETEEEBEHELTHET,

Q-7 What are the government and private sectors introducing in nursing homes?

Which of the following is NOT true about Mako-no-te?
a. It gives you cues so that you can infer its intentions.
b. It makes you feel safe when you walk alone after dark.
c. It helps you build an interpersonal relationship with it.

‘26

27
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T.csson

Here are a few examples of robots at work. One is a back-

support device which is designed to assist caregivers when they %

lift and move patients. Another type of robot provides services

such as bringing tea. These robots satisfy practical needs, easing

the burden of caregivers.

But there are other types of robots whose main function is to

A varodiver with & ik provide companionship and make the environment more friendly 9

SRPpaE deviie and livable. A robot baby seal is an example. Not only does it
give comfort to the elderly, but it also gives a sense of security.
Perhaps it is in this area that Okada’s weak robots have a great
potential for application.
Professor Okada and his team want us to think of robots as 700

101. point the way
to ~ = lead to ~

our companions. They point the way to a future in which people

and robots can exist in harmony, learn to treat one another with

CA Professor Okada’s robots are weak in the sense that

(B

Weak Robots

cﬁﬁ(l"lﬁ@ﬂﬁ?—’&\ BEZHSH L\\
HRAIED S ERENICITVET,
A AXDEEDHER
B.AXMDSHERS E 5L
CUTFUYIIEOWLERN
DAXARICET SBECKRREY

=

3. they do not have enough power to carry heavy packages.
4. they are so fragile that they need to be handled with care.

- Wrap It Up!

2. they need human help to complete their tasks.

Look at the pictures and read the explanations. Which of the following
robots is considered “weak” ? Why?

respect, and, just possibly, enjoy one another’s company.

(1) A robot which uses the elevator to deliver products to customers.

(2)A robot remotely controlled by shop staff to stock shelves with
products.

(3) A cute robot which gazes at you, blinks its eyes, and wags its tail.

Summarize the main text. Here are some key words and phrases to f' /
help you get started. &

Key Words & Phrases
independent, human interaction, cooperative relationship, the elderly

A robot bringing tea Robot baby seals giving comfort to the elderly

HEFOBG - BLEED. UT U U TERRE
[CDRIFTONPEERBEEZBELTVET.

Q-8 What robot is mentioned as an example of companion robots ?

Okada and his team see a future where
a. robots serve all human needs.
b. people don't need help from robots.
¢. people and robots existin harmony.

Based on what you have read, answer the questions below. ‘ f /

1. We have seen several examples of weak robots in this lesson. Which
one interests you the most?

2. Okada says that “weakness is a virtue.” What do you think your
greatest weakness is? Can it also be viewed as your strength?

FE 1, 11,1V, V (See pp.184-186)

REIFEZADIRREZ F EOHERME TFunctional
Expressions] "D U > - Z##BEH L TWET,

28

29
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Weak Robots

Lesson
2 A_nother Point of View

T Robotic technology is so advanced s5
W

that the borderline between humans and

androids is gradually disappearing. But

=AM ICEAE L /=23 Another Point of
ViewzEi &, Dz 794 b Ayvt—
H R b I D.BBLRESHATIERMNIATIC
_ 1 MnonEd., BHEMAEEEICIIRNE
uman-nobot Intceraction RS IRE LC Eo
A

Professor Okada studies human-robot interaction by creating weak robots. But there are other L
approaches to this kind of study. Professor Ishiguro at Osaka University has been working on
androids, or humanlike robots.

. not everyone feels at ease with androids.

. are not quite human, many people feel

uneasy. Some people say that androids

: « » . . 5 .

i are “creepy.” This creepiness is sometimes
¢ called the “uncanny valley.”

Ishiguro is now working hard to cross

Ishiguro even made a copy of himself, over this valley. Before overcoming the 65

which he named Geminoid HI. It speaks creepiness, however, he needs to ask

Androids used to belong in science- When the play starts, the people in with his voice. When Ishiguro tilts his various questions: How do we express
5 fiction movies, but now we come across the theater are all eyes on the movement head, Geminoid HI tilts its head too. emotions? How do the facial muscles
them in every corner of our lives: in hotels, of the android, but as the play goes on, 45 Geminoid HI speaks and behaves as if it react to emotions? How often and when
shopping malls, museums, and even they forget that one of the actors 1s an 2 were Ishiguro himselt. do we blink”? What kind ot gestures, both 7
theaters. android. The android is so humanlike The android resembles Ishiguro so voluntary and involuntary, do we use
A play called Sayonara is going on in that they accept it as a real actor by the much that he sends it to conferences when communicating with others? These
1o a small theater. Two women actors are end of the play. abroad instead of attending the questions will lead to a better under-
talking to each other. The people in the The android in Sayonara was created s0 conferences himself. He stays in Japan standing of human feelings and behavior,
theater know that one of the actors is an by Ishiguro Hiroshi, a robotics researcher 25 and controls Geminoid HI remotely which in turn will help Ishiguro create a 75
android which is remotely controlled by known for his androids. He says that through his computer. When the android more humanlike android. In the end, the
another actor. It speaks with the voice of there are two steps in creating androids speaks, people actually feel that Ishiguro goal of his project is to discover what it
15 a real woman and its movements are which will look fully human. First, you is there in person. means to be human.
humanlike. have to capture typical characteristics of I

humans—their expressions and body 30

! movements. Second, you need remote-
control machines to transfer human

speech and movements to the android.

Ishiguro believes that this will lead to BODEZ VAN EERELY . ATHAD

SEEHE L 7=U 9 5 EE) Your Reaction] ZELE.
RT7RTIN—=TTIFTFOZEBHAIRETT,

androids that look and speak like human 35

beings.

; Ishiguro has created many androids
“ . . v
i of famous people, including Natsume t

our Reaction
Soseki, Shibusawa Eiichi, Katsura Beicho,

LAY 4

1. If you had an android which looked exactly like you, what would you

Matsuko Deluxe, and others. 40 )
; want it to do?

2. Do you think you can make friends with an android?

FE L1, 1V,V (See pp.184-186)
30 31
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Issue

Weak Robots

\ &ipt Be sure to cover this page while working on steps 1 and 2.

Yumi: Robots are everywhere these days. I just came from the bank where I met....

ERX—COBWE2/FE.EZE

Guess who!

Read the Issue in Focus and create a short story about a future with robots.
FE I, IV, V(See pp.185-186)

32

DTCEAEEZEZTNEET, Jack : Pepper!
L umi: en I went to a travel agency and met.... Guess Who'!
Lisus T Focus What do_ you _think the relationship between humans and Jack. : Pepper again. . . . . 5
robots will be in the future? Yumi: Pepper and I are getting to be friends. He’s kind of cute. I wonder if he’s got a
girlfriend.
Jack : Careful, Yumi. You're entering the uncanny valley.
Step Listen to the dialog, and write “T” if the statement is true and “F" if it is Yumi: What's this “uncanny valley”?
1) e Jack : Don’t you remember Ishiguro’s Geminoid? 10
1. Yumi met Pepper and was fascinated by its cuteness. ( ) Yumi: Oh yeah, sure. It’s an exact copy of Ishiguro himself.
2. Jack wants robots to look more like humans. ( ) Jack : He'’s trying to make robots that are exactly like real people. But somehow they
3. Professor Okada is now working on a self-driving car. « ) make you feel kind of uneasy.
Yumi: Actually, I saw Geminoid once on TV.
Jack : @ ) 15
2) 1. Geminoid made Jack and Yumi feel Yumi: A little uneasy.
arsad Jack : To tell the truth, I want robots to look like robots and people to look like people.
b. angry. Yumi: Sol guess you like the “weak robots” we read about.
c. happy. Jack : Absolutely. Professor Okada’s Mako-no-te doesn’t even try to look human.
d. uneasy. A ( ) The only thing it does is walk along 20
beside you and hold your hand. That’s the kind of robot I like.
9. Jack likes Mako-no-te because Yumi: You make Mako-no-te sound like a toy. But Professor Okada has a serious point
a. it is autonomous. to make.
b. it looks like a human. Jack : @ ( ) While the whole world is trying to
¢. it works with a human. make self-driving cars and totally autonomous this and totally autonomous 25
d. it is Professor Okada’s invention that, Professor Okada has a vision of weak robots which work together with us.
That’s an awesome idea.
Yumi: It really changes your vision of the future.
Step Fill in the blanks in the script while listening to the dialog one last time.
3)

Step 20U RZVJICDNTIER I Y
ThEBR—2[CBHLTHY., BF
BERA#MELTHRAET,

22 have apoint to make RWTE LA H S 25 this and that

b In
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Weak Robots

Lesson  Language Resources

AXPPOSREICKRIDORR
ZEY BT, BIXXEEBITRY

BELYRURICER -RBADELDHELT
Language ResourcesZBi& L TWVE T,

RUET,
XAXFDST—o LESH,

Study the sentences below, paying attention to the patterns printed in red.
Then try using the patterns in new sentences with your own ideas.

- interact with ~
* communicate with ~

+ aging population
* pension

s rule - elderly care ,
“melulen . ‘e L ‘ 4 1. They are called “strong” robots, in the sense that they can work without
(1) ) with ~ o) ) /

human help. (.29

[» This hotel is unique in the sense that it’s an old palace.

* researcher >
- scientist
* roboticist
----------------------------------------- - designer
- GRS 2 What's interesting about the little cleaning robot is that he has become part

of your family. (p.24)

[» What’s interesting about our school is that we keep cows on campus.

Humans >

Robots

* mathematics 3 STB bows, as if to say, “Thanks!” (©.25)
- computer science

- information science &

- manufacturing
+ transportation

[» Governments encouraged companies to start developing vaccines, as if
* service at a restaurant

e ) - madical cara to say, “On your mark, get set, go!”
- (@ ) - companionship >
: + education
: + military
. i (10} ) . : .
androfl devi - (® ) and relief 4 From Okada’s point of view, this weakness draws out our cooperative spirit.
- wearable device
. drone [» From my point of view, AT robots will take over 70 percent of our jobs. (-26)
(5] ) robot | N
- (© ) robot AROT—XICHAYT HER - Rz

BRIEICTI—TRIFL.RED

TRANERZDDEEBELETY,

@ Fillin the blanks with the words below. 5 The parents experience joy in looking after the child. (p.26)

Words autonomous / caregiver / collaborate / electronics / engineer / engineering / delivery / [ The engineers experience joy in developing a new type of wheelchair.
industrial / inventor / nursing / rescue
[ 2
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Part 2 (Lessond~7) DA (It 4 < 3 ‘/I

FIFEL. BEHBYDETY,

V |

F

————

Lesson

3. cope with ~
% deal with ~

As a young boy of 17, Hugh Herr was one of America’s most prominent
rock climbers. But he had a severe accident while climbing. In this
lesson, we will find out how he coped with hardship and developed his

career.

ugh Herr was a born climber. By age 8, he had scaled

13. set out to ~
= start to ~

Canada. Later, he began climbing without a rope. He ascended

tough chmbmg routes, some of which no adult had ever attempted
isa

before. By the time he was a teenager, Herr was one of the top

rock climbers on the East Coast. 10

Climbing Accident

In January 1982, 17-year-old Hugh Herr and his friend, Jeff
Batzer, age 20, set out to climb Mt. Washington. Located in New
Hampshire, Mt. Washington is the highest peak in the

Nort] United S at 6,288 feet. Their climb | .

18. windchill factor
INRITE

18. minus 110 degrees
Fahrenheit
% minus 79
degrees Celsius

reasonable weather, but winters in New Hampshire can be brutal,
and very quickly, the two boys were fighting 100-mile-per-hour
winds. The temperature dropped to a windchill factor of minus
110 degrees Fahrenheit.

Mt. Washington

Part 3 (Lesson8~10) MAX (& 3

IR - BEEHICHELDOETY, ]

A o

————

I.cacoi People have long thought that culture is what makes humans different
from other animals. But recent studies have shown that this is no

longer the case. Let's examine various examples of animal culture.

ulie started a fashion fad. The 18-year-old chimpanzee stuck blades

of grass into her ears and went around a wildlife sanctuary in Zambia 5

3

eyes off her. Pretty soon, they were also sticking grass in their ears. Eight
out of the 10 in the group took up the fad.

Julie died soon after, but her grass-in-theg_?r
fashion trend still lives on among her followers. The 10
tradition arose spontaneously and spread through
social networks, very much like a human fad.

This is just one of many surprising examples of

G animal behavior that lead animal researchers to talk

Grass-in-the-ear fashion

about animal “culture.” 15

Definition of “Culture”
It was once thought that only human beings have culture. We have art,
science, and music; animals have only instinct. But?hat attitude turns out
to be misguided. Many new findings about animal behavior tell us that
“culture,” as many biologists now understand it, is not exclusive to humans. 2
The idea that animals have culture may seem like nonsense. If “culture”
means symphony orchestras, novels like The Tale of Genji, and museums
like the Louvre, it is obvious that animals do not have culture. But that is

not how these scientists define culture.

A rd Whiten, Lt hologist, defi ]

behavior that can be passed from one individual in a group to another
individual, and which then spreads across the group and can be passed down

through generations.

Q-1 How did Julie’s grass-in-the-ear fashion spread after she died ?
Q-2 What do many new findings about animal behavior tell us?

54
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BEBRAXDHEEILT. BRICELEDT
BELTWET,

Appendix

L€SS()11 2)

Wrap It Up! ©29

C Model

beings are more advanced than those which are dependent on humans.

Professor Okada Michio, however, has a very different idea. He is working
on robots which are designed not to work without human interaction. He

calls them “weak” robots. Their weakness causes them to form a cooperative

L .
—

NCW Words & Phrascs

Lcsson 1)

Section 1

Lera Boroditsky [1éro boraditskiz]
cognitive [kagnativ]

California [kalafsrnjs]

San Diego [s@ndiéigou]

requirement [rikwaro7mont]
beauty [bjuzti]

diversity [dovdrrsati]
reveal [rivi:l]

ingenious [md3zimias]

tragic [tréedzik]

magical [méd3ikl]
transmit [treensmit]
differ [difor]

vocabulary [voukébjaleri]

Another Point of View
monolingual [manoalingwal]

neuroscientist, [njUarousaentost]

forth [f3:76] bilingualism [bailingwslizm]
relationship with humans. They become friendly little helpers. One area data [dets] illogical [adsiki]
where weak robots will be useful is in caring for the elderly. Weak robots can weigh [wéi] grammatically [grométikoli]
provide companionship and make the environment more friendly and livable. Section 2 grammatical [grométikl]

Addressing the Issue ©32

Aboriginal [&baridzensal]
Kuuk Thaayorre [kik téror]

cardinal [ka:rdinl]

executive [igzékjotiv]
general [dzénaral]

regularly [régjelorli]

Step@ Model

It was a dark and stormy night. Mysterious shadows appeared. A stray
cat dashed across Jeremy’s path.

Jeremy had stayed late at cram school and missed the last bus. He had
been walking on dark and scary streets for nearly an hour. There was not
another person in sight.

In 2020, Jeremy would have been scared to death. But this was 2036,
and Jeremy had no fear. He was not alone. The stray cat was being chased
by AiNiBot, Jeremy’s constant companion, protector, and friend.

AiNiBot was the latest model of a weak robot helper. Half cat and half

dog, AiNiBot followed Jeremy’s every command, understood his moods, and

protected him from danger.
With AiNiBot by his side, Jeremy walked on into the night, whistling
cheerfully, unafraid.

l\

&L vyX>» TWrap It Upll LU
Addressing the Issue DFES%
ERMERICHE. BFBECHER

TEET,

orientation [d:riontérfon]
toward(s) [t5:7d(z)]
landscape [léendskerp]
dramatically [drométikeli]
Section 3

realm [rélm]

exact [1gzakt]

quantity [kwantati]

folk [fouk]

linguistic [lmgwistik]

spectrum [spékiram]

NOD-UD = appear-u
POP Up = appeéax

sort through ~ = loo

=

o+

=
=)
S
=
@8

=
!

frequently [frizkwontli]

efficient [ififont]

serve as ~ = be suitable for ~
conventional [kenvénfonoal]
conventional wisdom
disadvantage [disedvéntids]
deficient [dififont]

definite [défonat]

strengthen [strénkon]

creative [kriéitiv]

175

boundary [baundri]
differentiate [diforénfiéit]
lifetime [larftaim]
distinguish [distingwif]
categorize [ketigoraiz)
perceptually [parséptfuali]
discriminate [diskrimimert]
whereas [(hWweardz]
Section 4

specify [spésafar]

simultaneously [saimltéiniasli]
constantly [kanstentli]
occasional [okérzonl]

podcast [padkéaest]

rewarding [riwdrdim]

187
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SRIEHICEIIDOKRID U R hFunctional Expressions%
ERICHEE. @, PUIRY, EEXEFCERATEET.

I. Agree / Disagree
1) Saying you agree

a. ] absolutely [completely] agree
with you about ...
b. I'm of the same opinion.

e. There is no way that I could ever
agree that ...

6) Acknowledging disagreement

a. I guess we see things differently.
b. We'll just have to agree to disagree

10) Giving a source for an opinion

a. I read in the newspaper that ...

b. [ heard a rumor that ...

c. I got it straight from the horse’s
mouth that ... (= I'm absolutely
sure that ...)

d. It is widely believed that ...

16) Expressing tentative conclusions

a. I don’t have any evidence for this,
but T believe that ...

b. It’s not certain, but there’s a pretty
good chance that ...

¢. I wish I had a good answer, but
really I can only guess that ...

c. I'm with you there about
d. That’s (just) what [ was thinking. c. There’s no point in continuing to 11) Correcting someone’s opinion 17) Saying you don't know
e. You're right about ... discuss ...

f. I share your opinion about ...
2) Saying you partly agree

. I see what you mean, but ...

. T agree in principle, but ...

. I agree up to a point, but ...

d. You are right on that point, but ...
. You could say that, but ...

. I like your idea, but ...

g. Yes, but on the other hand, ...

h. Yes, but don’t you think ...?

o ®

o

= ®

I1. Opinion / Reason / Example
7) Expressing your opinion

. I think ...

. In my view [opinion], ...

. It seems to me ...

. From my point of view, ...

. As far as I'm concerned, ...
This is what I think about ...

. My idea about that is that ...

a. As a matter of fact, ...

b. Hold on a minute.

¢. I think it might be more correct to
say ...

d. There’s another way to look at ...

12) Giving an example

a. Take ..., for example [for instance].

b. Let me give you an example.

c. To give you an example of this
[what I mean], take ...

a.l dont know anything [much]
about ...

b. I'm afraid I have no idea ...

c. Not that I know of.

IV. Paraphrase / Suggestion
18) Saying something in a different way
a. What I mean is, ...

b. In other words, ...
c. Let me put it another way: ...

1. I'm with you, but I would have to
add that ...

3) Asking if someone agrees
a. Do you go along with that?
b. I wonder if you would agree that ...

c. [ wonder if you would agree with ...
d. ..., wouldn’t you say ?

4) Saying you disagree

a. I have to disagree with you there. 9) Expressing reasons for your opinion that
b. I have a different opinion about a. I think we [you] should ...
that a. Let me explain. You see 19 Saying you are not sure b. Why don’t we [you] ...?

SToR PR 0.0 TP

. Would you like to hear my opinion?

z

8) Asking someone’s opinion

a. What do you think about [of] ...?

b. What is your impression of ...?

c¢. How do you feel about ...?

d. What is your reaction to ...?

e. What would you say to ...?

f. I'd be glad to have your view
[opinion] on ...

d. Here is another case of ...
I11. Certainty / Uncertainty
13) Expressing certainty or belief

a. There is absolutely no doubt that ...
b. Nobody can question the fact that ...
c. It is beyond dispute that ...

d. I strongly believe that ...

e. I'm totally convinced that ...

f. There is not the slightest doubt

d. Perhaps it would be more accurate
to say that ...

19) Supplying information

a. Maybe you are thinking of ...

b. Is it possible that you are thinking
of ...?7

c¢. If T remember correctly ...

20) Saying that someone should do
something

c. Sorry, but I don’t see it that way.
d. Actually [In fact], I think ...

e. 'm not at all [entirely] convinced ...
f. T see things differently.

5) Expressing strong protest

a. You are simply wrong when you say ...

b. It is simply not true that ...

c¢. I just cannot accept your idea that ...

d. I just don’t see how you can say
that ...

b. Let me explain how [why / what /
where / when] ...

c. If I could explain: ...

d. The reason I believe this is that ...

e. Considering what I have learned,
it is probable that ...

f. On the basis of what I understand,
I would say that ...

g. From my own personal experience,
I would say that ...

a. I don’t know, but I think ...
b. I'm not sure, but I suppose ...
c. I don’t know exactly, but I guess ...

15) Qualifying a statement

a. I know that it’s silly, but ...
b. It’s not scientific, but ...
c¢. There is no evidence, but ...

c. It might not be a bad idea ...
d. I would recommend ...

21) Saying that someone should not do
something

a. I don’t really think we [you] should ...
b. We [You] shouldn’t ...
c. We'd [You'd] better not ...

184
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