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This photo is taken in the
classroom of the biggest government
primary school in the Tongan capital,
Nuku’alofa (population 30,000).
In primary schools, the language of
instruction is Tongan, but children
also learn English in preparation
for secondary school, where the
language of instruction is English.

In the picture, you can see a
class of 7-9 year old children
learning Tongan. The teacher (who
is standing at the back of the
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classroom) has written questions
on the blackboard, and children are
writing the questions and answers
in their notebooks. The atmosphere
is hardworking but relaxed, with
children working at their own pace.
The boy wearing the hat constantly
runs to the blackboard and back - he
cannot see the blackboard from his
seat, but glasses are too expensive
for schoolchildren in Tonga. In fact,
quite a few of these children walk to
school and play outside barefoot, as
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they do not have shoes for school.
Classrooms are decorated coloukfutly
with children’s work and materials
made by teachers and students — you
can see rows of handmade books
hanging on the classroom walls.
Facilities and resources are very
limited in most schools in Tonga,
but teachers and students are highly
motivated and the level of teaching
and learning is extremely high.



